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"by 1965 ^ which is the deadline for finishing the Golodnaya 


Step project, Yangi-Yer (U 40-17, E 68 - 48 ) is supposed to "become the largest 

50X1 -HUM 


town in the area, much larger than Mirzachul (N 40-29^ E 68-46).! In orde 


to meet the I 965 deadline, all construction wor k was -pushed hard and work 
continued through.out the entire winter period.. 


the Soviets would never be able to meet the"3^9|$5’ deadline, and that only 
ten percent! 
area was not[ 

authorities. The water was purified by adding chlorine, limestone, and soda. 

As a result, 20 to 30 percent of the workers in the area developed kidney 50X1 -HUM 
stones within two years and had to leave Golodnaya Step. 50X1 -HUM 


of the whole area woul d be cultivated. The salt problem in this 
being solved adequately by the Soviet at ! 


2 . 


Jthe Krasnaya Zarya Sovkhoz cultivation plan. 


Jthls sofkhoz had certain advantages, such as ample 


water supply from the Syr-Darya River, easy working conditions because the 
land was flat, and the soil was fertile sand, as indicated by the 30 -to- 90 - 
*eentimeter-high shrubbery. But the great dust storms that were prevalent in ^ 
the area would affect the quality of the cotton yeild, and although the soyhhoz^ ' 
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would reach its quality of the production would he 

unsatisfactory. 

Construction work on Velikiy Aleksey Sovkhoz was much more advanced than in 
Krasnaya Zarya. The 30 0 construction wor kers employed were divided into 25 


teams. Of the 25 teams| another consisted entirely of criminals^^^^' 

and the rest of the workers came from all parts of the USSR, eager to make fastSOXI -HUIV 
money. | ^ the of 60 Komsomol member as hel^ierF_^^^ , ,, ,Ry, 

to fulfill their two-year work after finishing high school. Most of the 50X1 -HUM 

helpers were girls, and they were ordered to perform the hardest manual tasks. 

They received 12 rubles per day. In 1957 one girl committed suicide by Jumping 
into one of the irrigation ditches. The administration claimed this tras an 
accident, but everyone in the sovkhoz knew this was a cover-up for the true 


k. 


all the people at these sovkhozy were of the opinion that 
nothing could be grown in that area because of the high salt content of the soil. 

If the water in a 12-liter bucket was evaporated, a layer of salt about one 
centimeter remained on the bottom. When questioned by the workers about this 
disadvantage, the administrators reassured them that by I96O something would 
be invented which would eliminate the salt. 50X1 -HUM| 


5. 


nninp -Ponnwincr renorts on Golodnava Sten 



Attachment 1: 


report of a very general nature on construction of 


prefabricated houses in the town of Yangi-Yer. \-\\JM 

Attachment 2: | I report on construction and conditions in the Krasnaya 

Zarya Sovkhoz and the Velikiy Aleksey Sovkhoz. Fairly detailed description is 
given of the type of houses constructed and the quality of construction, with 
comments on the type of workers used, location, etc. Earnings were from 3,000 to 
3,500 :^bles p^r m6nth. 50X1 -HUM 
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!• In September 1956 a tern of about twelve | | applied 

at the "SU 2 ” (3troitel*noyc TJpravleniye • ConstTr.ction 'drfdni strati on) on 'riltsa 
Havoy^ Tashkent , for work in the constrxKstion projects of C^oloclnj^ya Step*. *^on 
presentation of their neruonal identification papers, tlioy were liired witli the 
promise that each x^uld cam from 3^000 to 3>5bo rubles per ronth. They laere 
immediately dispatched to tJie sovkhoz Krasnaya Zarya where they vKDr’ced ^or two weeks. 
From there tiiey xjere transferred to the sovkhoz '^^'elikiy ileksey. 


2 . Sovkhoz Krasna^ya Zarya 

a. Tills sovkhoz was located 3S kiloneters east of t?ie toxm of ';irzachul* 
(n UO»29» 60-U6) and two kilometers west of the river 


b. Tiien the | ^team arrived, only two tents had been set up, one belonging 50X1 -HUM 

to the work superintendent (prorab) Tetrenlco (fnu), and the other belonging 
to the bookkeeper Ivan Ivanovich (Inu), a Jew. The l 
to pitch tents for its nenbors# 


teain*s first .iob was 
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c. ^Ira^aya i^arya was intendec^ to I'e a cotton groxjing sovkiioz, and it \;as to be 
irrigated by the waters of tlie S3r!>-bar:/a riv ’r. Tlie plan called for all 
buildings to be erectcxi, all irrigation ditches finish^x^, and all fields under 
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cultivation by 1960# /vfter five years cultivation, tant is by 19f6f the 
sovlrlioz should be able to neet its ouota* 

The Greeh toan ;.-as to erect prefab ricatocl lioiises# Truc^e were sent to the 
toxin of ■ lirsashtil* to pick up tlic narbs for t'le prefa>)ricated houses and 
tlio nocossar;:/ buildinp raaterials* The houses xiere nine meters by five and 
one half meters in size, consistinc of foxa* roms tend a corridor# ISach 
house uas intendcxl for txao familios and therefore contained two ovens and 
two stoves* The cooking and heating was done by coal which came from the 
toxjn of /ingren in gr at quanititios, but which was of rather low quality# 

Each house bad to be finished in two days, giving each team mem’ er an income 
of 30 to 90 rubles nor day, much less than x:as nromised in Taslikent# ^s soon 
as a house was finished, only ac^ninis trative norsonnel such as bookkeepers, 
tynists, s^Tonomists, etc# moved in# ^no workers 

(sovkhosniki) occupied these houses# 50X1 -HUM 

In erecting the nrefabr 'Seated houses, V'^e sneed but not th.e quality of the 
woricianship xias essential# -ost of ^he construction or^iers were disregarded# 

For instance, ^he houses should have had a 70 centimeter deep solid concrete 
foundation, but in actuality the ^cu^dation ditch w^as made only bO conti» 
meters deep, rocks were throTTi in and everything covered i:ith a layer of 
concrete# The houses xiere also sunmosed to be tjcII plastered on the outside, 
but llie team merely snroad nud on the xjalls and white: ’as’ lecl the mud* Con- 
sequontly every house required connlote repair twice a year, an" t’us was 
usually done before the tvjo Important Soviet holidays, the 7th of "'ovembor 
and the 1st of -lay# The cost to the sovkhoz in building these Iiouses was 
15,000 to 16,000 rubles, 23^' (or !i,000 to U,500 rubles) of wliich should 
boon for labor# T ut the construction team xias actually only paid 1,300 50X 1 -HUM 
rubles per house* I I 


I | tho ’Trasnaya :^arya culti^wction plan# I I 

[ I this sovkhoz had certain adv’antar;GS, such as amnio x?ater sunnly from 
the Sxrr-Dar^ra river, easy working conditions because the land vjas flat, and 
the soil xjas fertile sand, as indicated by tiie 30 to 90 centimeter high 
shrub’ ory# Tut the groat diiststorms tliat were prevalent in the area would 
affect the quality of the cotton yield, and although the sovlrhoz iTould reach 
its goal quantity wise, tlie quality of the nrodxxition would Vo unsatisfactory# 

Sovldioz boiiicly jHeksey 

a# Tliis sovkhoz was lo cated tliroe to four ki lometers east of tl o old kolkhoz 

*f’eli^:iy Aleksey’’# | ^ this kolkhoz, about twenty-five 50X1 -HUM 

kilometers north of rurzacliul on the ‘i asnkont-Fegovat Pailrond line, x^as 
not a town as Soviet mans indicate, but consisted of less than a hundred 
nud huts inliabited by cat*’ le-and-slieep-raising Wzlyjks# 

b# The sovkhoz contai’wed an adrninist^’ativo center (upravleniye) for bxiilding 
the sovkhozes ::hich were considered sections (uchastok) of this center# 

Velikiy Aleksey xias the first section of the center; +he o' her two sov^iozes 
to bo built wore tiio ’* 3ot si a lism " and the " 0!ct3ra btbskaya P.e vol’^ pii siya" # 

o# Construction i:crk on ’^elikiy Alekso;/ was mxichi ^lore achranco-'d than in ‘"rer?naya 

Zar;/am The throe hundr^nl corstruction worke rs ermloyed vrer^o di^^i ^eP i ^to5nX1 -HI JM 
tx:onty»fivo toaiis# 'hf tiio twenty-five teams co’-^ 

sisted -'ntiroly of criminals, and the rest of the workers came from all marts 
of the eager to make fast money# 

d# The teal of crini’-als consisted of ton ^eml ers all w'-*om lia;.’ boon sentenced 
to lon[; orison tenns# Th-oy irere require^' to live in one house, they were 
fed in a mess hall by tVio sovkhoz, tliey rocelyG<l clothirif: from the sovkhoz 
administrel'icn, sp(l w ro given 125 ruloles nor month rocket money# They xjere 
not guarded. Tut they could not leave the promises because they had no 
identification napors# Each individual was given an assessment (kharkt-eri.stika) 
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(Miaralrtoristika) and Ids sontonco conniitod accordinrly, Tecause of this 
t^tGy xjore uGll-bohaved and xjorkecA hard* At beat thGir sentoncos could bo 
roducod to ono sixth* 


u. 


0* resides the tliree hundred construction uorkers, the conjjtniction di^dslon 
0nplo2^TKi about sixty Konsonol nembors as helpers* Tl^.ey uero about eirhteon 
to tuenty years old, and txjo-thirds of them uore t^rls* Tliey had been sent 
from the Ukraine to servo their tt-jo^year tern after finishino hifh school* 
llieso youngsters uere exploited to the fullest; they xjore ordered to nerform 
the Iiardost manual tasks, such as carr3rinc bricks and cement bacs, repairing 
roads, digging ditches* ‘Hiey vjorkod from sunrise to sundox*jn and x?ere given 
tijolve rubles per day with which they had to buy their oxm food* In 19?7 
one girl cocinitted suicide by Jumning into one of the irri(:ation ditches* 

The administration clai ed this was an accident, but everyone in tlie sovk?ioz 
knew this was a covor-up for the true fact* 

50X1 -HUM 

f * Between October 1956 and I 'arch 1953 | j team built about seventy pro- I 

fabricat ed houses, a brick two-story cxut> house* and of:^ice building, and a I 

school* none of the ground had | 

been plowea, am no lrrlga^lon oitcnes had X)ean duf^, notwithstanding the fact I 

that all tliree sovkhozes should have plowed their fields by i960 in order to I 

meet tlieir quota by 1965* 50X1 -HUM I 


I 1 50X1 -HUM 

I Jail tlio people at those sovkhozes were of the oninion tliat 

nothing could be grotm in that area because of the high salt content in the soil* 


The water from the local wells tasted brsKskish; l*e*. If the water in a twelve- 
liter bucket was evaporated, a layer of salt, about one centimeter thick, remained 
on tlio bottom* ^hen questioned by the vxjrlfors aboxit this disadvantage, the 
administrators reassured then that by i960 something would bo imrented \iMch would 


eliminate the salt* 
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the construction of the future of Yanj^i-Ter (’’ )40-17» 

t£ OtMidJI pros bolnc dnvolopod as the adninstrative center for all construction 

work Goinc in blio fiolodna;'fa Stop* area. Yanpi-Yer was located l5 kilorietors 
south of thn ^’elUdy Alokseevskly station of the Tashkent-Pogovat railroad, 

50X1 -HUM 

by 1965* which is ttie deadline for finisfilng the Colodnaya 

Stop* project, Yangi-Yer is supposed to becane tiio largest toim in the area, mtKh 
larger than vttrzachul* (P UO"29» E 68 « 446 ), 

50X1 -HUM 

I tiie nain emphasis in c- nstruction work was 
in the erection of prefabricated houses ^or future workers, and in t^ie building of 
huge concrete \3alls witJi netal flood gates along tte river Syr-Parya, It was 
planned to use the waters of the Cyr-Parya for future irrigation needs and not for 
tlie eroduction of nower. 


U* In order to meet the 1965 deadline, all construction work tJas pushed hard ajxl work 
continued throughout the entire winter period, Each construction team special 
<^n ovens whore the sand and the water fon cement mixing could lie nre-heotod, Tlie 
viork stopped only during tlie most severe sandstorms of the siirr'er, hlien an 
average wind xjas blowing everyone put on protective gog’ les and kept tjorldng, 50X1 -HUM 


5, The "salt problem" in the C-olodnaya Step* reg;ion was not| 

solved sTof ficiontly by tfie Soviet authorities, Tangi— Yer was 
Syr«»Darya and did not have a drop of regular svjoet water. 


being 


"ar from thn river 
Tfie purification process 
of tho salt water i^iich was pur^ied fraa artesian Tiiells was very primitive. The 
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water was piXT)oc' into lai'po onon wot-'l co’-t 'hirers lust clilor’ne, ll'-^stono, 

and soda uoro ac ' od to 5t; t/iTs T;a^ '-r !*ns tdon sary^osncly "‘it "or huran i_ii im 

suiiotion. rdcr L’teso con ditions, 20 to 30 onr cant t' o wor^rors in tho 50X1 -HUM 
OoloUn aYa :'itcn* dovolo^cd >5.dno;7 stones xn.thin two n^'>d wn,d to Irnvn tho 


the C'olo^lnaya 3tap* region 


two sov^'hozy: 


a* Sovkhoz Gulistan - located 25 kilonetors east irzachul* 


b. Sovkhoz Xrasnaya /larjra * located seven kilOTiotors south of Sov^rhoz r.ulis^e.”- 
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